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2010 was the 10th anniversary of the formal establish-
ment of the Stone Foundation at the first Stonework Sympo-
sium in Santa Fe in 2000.

In October and November the base of a stone monument 
was built that commemorates the founding of our international 
community of stoneworkers and artists.

More recently a 3’ x 3’ x 3’ cube of honed white marble 
from the Yule Quarry in Colorado was placed atop the base. 
This was donated by Stone Foundation members Vince Lee, 
Doug Bachli and Bruce Davis to be the physical and symbolic 
cornerstone of the Stone Foundation. 

The City of Santa Fe ceded a piece of land downtown for 
the monument and the base was built of multifarious stone 
types and colors by volunteer stonemasons with stone donated 
by local suppliers.  

The stonemasons were: Tomas Lipps, John Morris and Pete 
Hitt from Santa Fe, Eric Lewis and Andrew Tse from Colorado 
and Jonathan Courtland from North Carolina—Stone Founda-
tion members all.

The stone suppliers, also Stone Foundation members, were: 
New Mexico Stone and Milestone Inc. from Santa Fe and the 
Rocky Mountain Stone Co. from Albuquerque.  The piece of 
black granite on which the marble cube sits was donated by 
Stone Forest, local importers of stone from China.

 The plan is to bring a few of our stone letter carvers to 
Santa Fe to inscribe the four vertical faces of the marble cor-
nerstone with the words for stone in many of the languages of 
the world.  

The carvers are willing to volunteer their time and talents 
and local hotels will provide lodging for them but funds are 
needed to cover their travel and food expenses.  

Approximately $2,500 is needed.  Donations in any amount 
can be sent to the Stone Foundation, 116 Lovato Lane, Santa 
Fe,  NM 87505.  

left top:  Tomas directs the cornerstone into position.

left: Break-time featuring appropriately named “Rock Solid Beer” by 
the Marble Brewing Company of Albuquerque and Santa Fe.

right top:  The cornerstone in place, awaiting the carving of the 
words for stone and the project plaque.

right: Some of the 70 plus words for stone collected so far.  If you 
know one or more that don’t appear here, let us know.
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