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STONEWORK 
SYMPOSIUM 

2026
ventura, california

OCTOBER 20-23
info: stonefoundation.org

THE STONE FOUNDATION PRESENTS:
THE 20TH PERIODIC GATHERING

OF THE STONE TRIBE
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	 We’ve had three memorable SYMPOSIA at Ventura, in 2010, 2011 and 2018.
It’s a very special somewhere where we feel comfortable being, a small, classic, friendly Cali-
fornia beach town. In ‘10 and ‘11 we built two impressive legacy projects in a park on the hills 
overlooking the town and the coast which can be visited.
	 Ventura has a lot going for it: 
	 • Lots of great restaurants. (Tomas is looking forward to seafood).
	 • A promenade along the sea shore where folks walk and, during a certain week in 
October, they can watch the crazy Rocknockers at play, balancing and building with beach 
stones.
	 • In ‘11 the Forest Service kindly took us out to one of the Channel Islands, Santa 
Cruz (which has a very interesting stonewall, built long ago under the direction of a wayward 
Englishman). The trip out and back was cool and we returned in time to gather for lunch and 
the programme of presentations that followed. We’re hoping they’ll do that again.
 	 • We’ve got a good place, or places, for the Lithic Olympic Games; for the Lithobo-
los (stone-ball bocce) match in particular. This will be held at Art City Studios which is where 
the game was (re)born in 2002 (it actually originated in the 2nd century BC during the Punic 
Wars between Rome and Carthage). This game will be fiercely contested and interesting to 
watch. Symposium participants who wish to compete will have the opportunity to practice at 
Art City in the mornings and improve their chances on Friday the 23rd.
	 • Lodging: Our host hotel for the 2018 Symposium, the ClockTower Inn, has a new 
owner and discounted rooms now cost much more than before: $135! That’s more affordable 
if two persons share a room and its cost. If you wish to share a room with another participant 
contact tomas@stonefoundation.org and he’ll arrange that. There are less costly—but less 
convenient alternatives—motels, and B&Bs, but renting a car (or a bike) would probably be 
necessary. A few folks will be able to camp rough at Art City, contact Tomas about this.
	 • Presentations: We have invited some interesting guest speakers and—as we began
to do during the early Ventura Symposia—we encourage Stone Foundation members to give
brief presentations of their own work (show 20 or fewer images). That way we get to see
what our fellow masons, wallers and artists are doing, and show what we ourselves have been
up to, and get feedback.
	 • Please note: In the past participants tended not to register in advance, and would 
just show up at the Rocknockers  Rendezvous the night before and register and pay then.
Please don’t do that. Register in advance. Or, if you intend to come or hope to come, please 
let Andrea Hurd know: andrea@mariposagardening.com. This will help us with our planning.
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SYMPOSIUM is a Greek word; it means drinking and discussion.


