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Well, here we are in SEPTEMBER, 
Where did the summer go?!

The main purpose of this brief NewsLetter is to deliver 
updated info about STONEWORK SYMPOSIUM 2026. 

To begin, there will only be the Symposium. No Workshop(s)
In the interest of brevity, I’ll defer explanation.

Paul Lindhard and his enterprise, Art City Studios,
a resource for stone art and stone artists in Ventura, 
have been involved in every Workshop and Symposium
the Stone Foundation has had in Ventura. 

This year, despite the absence of the Walling Workshop,
its involvement is even more integral to our Symposium:
The quonset hut across the street from Art City 
(let’s call it the Art City Auditorium) will be available to us 
—as the STONEWORK SYMPOSIUM 2026 venue!

Our daily gatherings for lunch and the program of presentations
that follow lunch, and the evening sessions that follow dinner 
and Friday’s communal dinner, will all take place there.

It’s casual and friendly, not a corporate conference center.
A keg of Rocknockers’ Ale will be on tap for lunch, for when the 
afternoon session ends, in the evenings after the dinner break,
and at the Communal Dinner.

Arrange to be in Ventura on October 19 for the Rocknockers 
Rendezvous at the BellRinger Pub on Main street to register and 
socialize with other Stone Foundation members. 

A detailed schedule will be made available soon.
It will follow the plan formulated at earlier Ventura Symposia:

Folks can do as they wish in the mornings.
• Balance and build with beach stones at Surfers’ Point.
• Practice your Lithibolos technique with others (such as Tomas)
 at the Art City Lithibolos Course. 
• If the trip out to Santa Cruz Island can be arranged. . . ?
• Rent a bike and scoot around.
• Walk up to Grant Park, visit the Stone Foundation projects
• If you have a car, you could visit the hot springs in the 
 mountains behind Ventura.
At noon we will gather at the Venue for lunch.
Following lunch there will be a series of presentations.
After a 2-hour break for dinner—more presentations
and discussions, story telling, etcetera

STONEWORK SYMPOSIUM 2026 will be the last Symposium 
that I organize. (yeh, I know, I’ve said that before, but this time. . . )

Throughout the Symposium there will discussion about the 
future form and function of the Stone Foundation, including
STONEWORK SYMPOSIUM 2028, and hopefully decisions will 
be made on those issues at the General Membership Meeting, 

Keep well and keep up the good work

Tomas Lipps, Founder
& Fearless Figurehead
The Stone Foundation

Please make space on your calendars for this Gathering of the 
Stone Tribe. Arrange transport and lodging, come to Ventura, en-
joy yourself, meet old and new friends, say hello and goodbye 
to Tomas and Mimi. 

ALSO:
If you intend to come, let me, Tomas, know I’d like to publish the 
names of folks who will be there, or hope to be there,
Maybe on the website.

re Presentations: We have invited some interesting guest speak-
ers and—as we began to do during the early Ventura Sympo-
sia—we encourage Stone Foundation members to give brief 
presentations of their own work (show 20 or fewer images and 
answer questions about them). That way we get to see what our 
fellow masons, wallers and artists are doing, and show what we 
ourselves have been up to.
PLEASE do this, SEND 20 OR FEWER IMAGES to tomas@stone-
foundation.org.
Thanks
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	 We’ve had three memorable SYMPOSIA at Ventura, in 2010, 2011 and 2018.
It’s a very special somewhere where we feel comfortable being, a small, classic, friendly Cali-
fornia beach town. In ‘10 and ‘11 we built two impressive legacy projects in a park on the hills 
overlooking the town and the coast which can be visited.
	 Ventura has a lot going for it: 
	 • Lots of great restaurants..
	 • A promenade along the sea shore where folks walk and, during a certain week in 
October, they can watch the crazy Rocknockers at play, balancing and building beach stones.
	 • In ‘11 the Forest Service kindly took us out to one of the Channel Islands, Santa 
Cruz (which has a very interesting stonewall, built long ago under the direction of a wayward 
Englishman). The trip out and back was cool and we returned in time to gather for lunch and 
the programme of presentations that followed. We’re hoping they’ll do that again.
 	 • We’ve got a good place, or places, for the Lithic Olympic Games; for the Lithobo-
los (stone-ball bocce) match in particular. This will be held at Art City Studios which is where 
the game was (re)born in 2002 (it actually originated in the 2nd century BC during the Punic 
Wars between Rome and Carthage). This game will be fiercely contested and interesting to 
watch. Symposium participants who wish to compete will have the opportunity to practice at 
Art City in the mornings and improve their chances on Friday the 23rd.
	 • Lodging: Our host hotel for the 2018 Symposium, the ClockTower Inn, has a new 
owner and discounted rooms now cost much more than before: $135! That’s more affordable 
if two persons share a room and its cost. If you wish to share a room with another participant 
contact tomas@stonefoundation.org and he’ll arrange that. There are less costly—but less 
convenient alternatives—motels, and B&Bs, but renting a car (or a bike) would probably be 
necessary. A few folks will be able to camp at Art City, contact Tomas about this.
	 • Presentations: We have invited some interesting guest speakers and—as we began
to do during the early Ventura Symposia—we encourage Stone Foundation members to give
brief presentations of their own work (show 20 or fewer images). That way we get to see
what our fellow masons, wallers and artists are doing, and show what we ourselves have been
up to, and get feedback.
	 • Please note: In the past participants tended not to register in advance, and would 
just show up at the Rocknockers  Rendezvous the night before and register and pay then.
Please don’t do that. Register in advance. Or, if you intend to come or hope to come, please 
let Andrea Hurd know: andrea@mariposagardening.com. This will help us with our planning.
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SYMPOSIUM is a Greek word; it means Drinking and Conversing.
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photos, below:
Lithobolos at regional gathering, 2011 
Barre, VT. and below that, at Symposium; 
XVIII, Barre VT.
below, right: Wheelbarrow Steeplechase, 
2011, Ventura CA.
bottom: At SYMPOSIUM XII.
in Asheville. NC.


